ATT 1 

Background Information on the On to Ottawa Trek and the Regina Riot

Information from the Canadian Scrapbook.  The Depression Years: Canada in the 1930’s.  By Paul Mennill, pp. 28-31.


The On to Ottawa Trek began as a massive protest in Vancouver by relief camp workers who were upset with the conditions at the camps.  The strikers were trying to press the city and provincial government to make changes to the conditions in the camps.  The province and the city didn’t have enough money to deal with the issue and called on help from the federal government, who responded by saying it was the province’s problem.  By the end of May, the protesters, now 3,000 strong, decided to take their case to Ottawa.


The protesters decided to ride the CPR rails to Ottawa to demand that the federal government improve the conditions of the relief camps.  They would ride the freight trains of the CPR, increasing their numbers as they went through various British Columbia cities.  The trekkers were allowed to pass through BC, Alberta, and Saskatchewan without any hassles from the local police.  However, once they reached Regina, R.B. Bennett ordered the RCMP and the local police to keep the trekkers there.  They made it illegal for the trekkers to continue to travel on the CPR freight trains to Ottawa.


Bennett would allow eight of the leaders of the Trek, including Slim Evans, to continue to Ottawa to meet with him and issue their demands.  The trekkers’ demands included:

1. That work with wages be provided at a minimum rate of 50 cents an hour for unskilled labor, union rates for all skilled labor.  Such work was to be on a 5-day week, six-hour days, and a minimum of 20 days’ work per month.

2. All workers in relief camps and government projects were to be covered by the Compensation Act.  Adequate first aid supplies were to be available on all relief jobs.

3. That authorities recognize a democratically elected committee of relief workers.

4. Relief camps were to be taken out of the control of the department of national defence.

5. A genuine system of social and unemployment insurance in accordance with the provisions of the Workers’ Social and Unemployment Insurance Bill be provided.

6. That all workers be guaranteed their democratic right to vote.










(Bennett Papers)
The meetings with Bennett would fail to resolve the issue of the camps, and the Trek leaders would be forced to return to Regina empty handed.  During the meeting Bennett was quick to point out the involvement of communist party members in the Trek and that he would not negotiate with such a group.  Once the Trek leaders left Ottawa, Bennett would order the RCMP to force the disbanding of the trekkers in Regina.


The Regina Riot would begin while the trekkers were staying in the National Fair Grounds of Regina.  The RCMP pulled up in numerous vans and wagons, and started to shoot at the protestors, who claimed to be unarmed.  The protestors claim the violence was unwarranted and that much of the populace of the city supported them.  They would also claim that reports of theft and crimes that were taking place around the fair grounds were actually perpetrated by local protestors, not actual trekkers.


The result of the riot was one protestor, and one police officer killed, and numerous wounded.  The trekkers would be allowed to return to their home provinces and conditions did somewhat improve in the relief camps, with 40 cents being paid per day, instead of 20 cents, and the camps were now run by the Provincial Forestry Department.

