Identifying Point of View

The following are excerpts in which students are to undertake an exercise on identifying point of view (see instructions in lesson 1 on main page).

It is an insult to any loyal Protestant to think that every time we post a letter we have to lick a bilingual postage stamp, and every time we buy a postcard or money order, we are insulted by the French language being given equal prominence with English…Letter to the Editor, The Sentinel and Orange and Protestant Advocate, Chatham, Ontario, March 14, 1929.

In the Canadian corps [during the First World War] there was no distinction in service or in sacrifice on the ground of racial origin.  We were all Canadians; French-Canadians and English-Canadians alike gained a rare appreciation of each other’s qualities, courage and loyalty…I earnestly submit that at this time we should strive to attain that same spirit, that same tolerance, as we face our common problems in this dominion today. C.G. MacNeil, (Co-operative Commonwealth Federation, British Columbia) House of Commons Debates, June 16, 1936, p. 3785.

Are official bilingualism and the equality of the races in the Constitution rights or are they myths?  Are they legal or political realities or simply oratorical themes for the first of July for naïve French Canadians? L’Action Nationale, Montreal, Feb. 1933, vol. 1, 65.

